



Devotional Thought
By Denley McIntosh

This is the start of Black History Month. I would like to wish those who are part of the African Diaspora a meaningful month where reflection, celebration and action are intertwined to uplift one another and the culture. May the Spirit empower you with a soulful strength that resembles your resilient ancestors of the Faith.
During this time, I am reminded of this passage in Acts 17:26-27 (NLT), “From one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth. He decided beforehand when they should rise and fall, and he determined their boundaries. 27 His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—though he is not far from any one of us.”
The passage is a positive reminder that God loves culture, which includes yours and mine, with each of our various ancestries, ethnicities, and races. The main purpose of culture, in all its various forms, is that we may find and experience God, our Father in the Spirit through our Lord Jesus Christ. I pray this day and month will allow you to experience Jesus in fresh ways, within his fellowship of the Father, Holy Spirit and Himself, in and through your community.

Some Historical Information

Black History Month is an opportunity for Black people to tell our story as a collective community with the hope that others are willing to listen and hear our story. For our story is the human story of journey toward deliverance and freedom especially through the lens of the Exodus experience. Black history is historically tied to the Black Church experience. The Black Church is the culture of anglicized Black people of faith within Canada, the United States, and the Caribbean across denominational lines including both Catholic and Protestant churches. 

Black history is an expression of Christian faith and Christian history even before Dr. Martin Luther King. This history included Black men and women of faith and leadership such as Daniel Payne, Frederick Douglass, Harriett Tubman, Jarena Lee, Reverdy Ransom and Sojourner Truth to name a few. This history of faith also includes unknown yet pivotal leaders of faith out in Nova Scotia who started the Colored Hockey League in 1895, which was a precursor to the National Hockey League (NHL). It was a league started by a group of four Black Baptist leaders and Black thinkers: Pastor James Borden of Dartmouth Church, James A.R Kinney, lawyer and community leader James Robinson Johnston, and lawyer and Pan-African organizer Henry Sylvester Williams. The purpose of these pastors for starting this league was to keep Black boys in the church and introduce them to faith in Christ. Little did they know that these Black boys would grow to both love the game of hockey and love their faith.

This period of celebration was a way to remember the people of God who happened to make the lives better for Black people by laying down their lives in the Spirit of Jesus to pursue justice, peace and reconciliation with non-Black allies. These non-Black allies included also Indigenous people in the US and Canada who opened up their land, homes and families to Black people who were on the run from being enslaved by White owners in the US. Black history for Black people of faith is Christian history, which remembers a certain people within the Christian family who found a way to endure unjust suffering and overcome by God’s grace through the power of the cross in Christ and his Spirit of truth and freedom.
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